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RICHARD  HERD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


“ Visitor  ” Office,  Victoria  Street,  Morecambe. 


Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Heysham 
Urban  District  for  1923. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Heysham  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  20th  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Heysham  Urban  Council. 

Heysham  is  a health  resort  and  is  situated  mainly  on  the  sea  front, 
the  principal  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  being  that  of  boarding1  house 
keepers.  It  has  an  area  of  1974  acres,  and  the  estimated  population 

in  1923  was  3,950.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1,173.  The 

rateable  value  is  £30,756  10s.  Od.  and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny 
rate  £118. 

The  number  of  births  during  1923  was  50.  21  of  males  and  29  of 
females,  the  birth  rate  being  12.6,  which  is  2.7  higher  than  the  rate  for 
last  year. 

There  were  fifty  deaths  during  the  year  25  of  males  and  25  of 
females,  this  gives  a rate  of  12.6  and  is  2.8  lower  than  the  rate  for  last 
year,  and  is  also  2.3  below  the  rate  for  the  last  10  years. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  Influenza,  one  from  pulmonary 

tuberculosis  and  two  from  other  tubercular  diseases.  One  death 

occurred  from  diarrhoea  in  a child  under  twTo  years  of  age.  There  was 
one  death  in  consequence  of  childbirth  the  death  being  due  to  puerperal 
sepsis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  other  infectious  diseases.  Eight 
deaths  occurred  from  heart  diseases  and  two  from  arterio  sclerosis. 

Bronchitis  contributed  3 deaths,  Pneumonia  3,  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  2. 

There  were  two  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  which  gives 
a rate  of  40  deaths  per  1,000  births  and  is  12  per  1,000  below  the  rate 
for  last  year. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  25. 
These  were  as  follows  : — Diphtheria  7,  Erysipelas  1,  Scarlet  Fever  6, 
Pneumonia  2,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3,  and  other  tubercular  diseases 
6.  All  the  cases  of  Scarlet  fever  were  removed  to  the  fever  hospital. 

Of  the  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  one  was  in  a male  and  2 in 
females,  and  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  2 were  in  males  and  four  in 
females. 

The  three  deaths  from  tubercular  diseases  were  all  of  females 

The  notification  of  tubercular  diseases  is  efficiently  carried  out. 
All  the  deaths  from  these  diseases  were  in  cases  that  had  been  previously 
notified. 

There  is  an  infectious  disease  hospital  within  the  district  consist- 
ing of  2 buildings  each  containing  4 beds.  An  arrangement  has  been 


made  with  Lancaster  whereby  all  cases  of  Small  Pox  can  be  removed 
to  the  Lancaster  Sanatorium. 

There  is  a District  Nurse  who  attends  cases  of  ordinary  sickness, 
but  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  home  nursing  of  Infectious 
diseases. 

There  are  no  midwives  living  in  the  district,  but  there  are  2 
midwives  living  in  Morecambe  who  attend  cases  in  the  Heysham 
District. 

There  is  a Child  Welfare  Centre  at  the  West  End  of  Morecambe, 
.and  a Child  Welfare  Nurse  has  been  appointed  by  the  Lancashire  County 
'Council. 

A horse  ambulance  is  provided  for  the  removal  of  infectious 
diseases,  and  a motor  ambulance  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

The  Council  provides  for  the  free  bacteriological  examination  of 
sputum,  blood,  etc.,  and  in  cases  of  suspected  infectious  diseases  and 
diphtheric  antitoxin  is  provided  free. 

During  the  year  7 throat  swabs  and  2 specimens  of  sputum  were 
examined.  Seven  tubes  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  were  supplied. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  much  work  has  been  done 
during  the  year  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  the 
earth  closets  at  the  Higher  Heysham  School  have  been  replaced  by  water 
closets,  the  widening  of  Heysham  Road  has  been  extended  as  far  as 
Higher  Heysham,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  widen  Longlands  Lane 
from  the  Golf  House  to  Lower  Heysham,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  cut 
off  the  dangerous  corners  which  I mentioned  in  my  last  report. 

I recommended  last  year  that  the  house  in  Bailey  Lane  occupied 
by  Mr.  Hodgson  should  be  condemned,  but  up  to  the  present  nothing 
has  been  done  in  the  matter.  This  house  is  built  against  the  side  walls 
of  two  neighbouring  houses,  the  rain  water  runs  down  the  side  of  the 
house,  and  consequently  the  house  is  extremely  damp. 

It  contains  only  two  rooms  and  is  occupied  by  a family  consisting 
of  2 adults  and  5 children. 

A house  in  Main  Street  occupied  by  Mr.  Nicholson  is  overcrowded, 
it  contains  only  one  bedroom  and  2 downstairs  rooms  and  is  occupied  by 
a family  of  5 adults  and  2 children.  This  is  a very  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs  and  should  be  remedied. 

The  houses  in  Royal  Fold  are  provided  with  4 privies  which  are 
used  by  the  5 houses  opening  into  the  Fold.  I have  recommended  in 
previous  reports  that  these  privies  should  be  converted  into  water 
closets. 

The  number  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets  during  the 
year  was  seven,  and  the  number  remaining  is  68.  There  are  also  4 
pail  closets  and  19  waste  water  closets. 

There  are  2 slaughter  houses,  one  of  which  is  registered  and  the 
ether  licensed;  these  are  kept  clean.  There  are  3 bakehouses  2 of  wThich 
are  of  the  underground  type. 

The  underground  bakehouse  in  Woborrow  Road  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  and  I have  recommended  that  the  wall  adjoining  the 
neighbouring  room,  which  is  not  underground,  should  be  pulled  down, 
the  present  ventilator  closed,  and  a ventilating  shaft  be  placed  in  a 
more  suitable  position. 


I have  inspected  all  the  cowsheds  in  the  district.  Some  of  the 
smaller  ones  are  very  defective.  The  Cowsheds  at  Winter  End  Farm 
and  the  Royal  Fold  are  deficient  in  air  space,  light  and  ventilation,  and 
are  badly  drained,  and  the  Blackberry  Hall  Cowshed  is  also  deficient  in 
air  space.  Most  of  the  larger  cowsheds  are  in  good  condition.  No  cows 
are  now  kept  at  the  Crow  Dubbs  Farm. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  a Child  Welfare  Nurse,  the  latter  being 
employed  by  the  County  Council. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  51.  No 
houses  have  been  erected  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Act. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  was  10. 

Number  found  unfit  for  habitation,  one. 

Number  of  houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  none. 

Number  of  minor  defects  found  in  dwelling  houses  was  7. 

Number  of  defects  remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Council,  7. 

No  closing  orders  have  been,  made  during  the  year. 

PORT  SANITARY  MATTERS. 

The  number  of  foreign  vessels  entering  the  Harbour  wTas  32.  of 
which  16  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  2 by  the  Mectical 
Officer  of  Health.  These  vessels  had  a combined  tonnage  of  41,743. 
The  number  of  coastwise  vessels  was  109,  the  combined  tonnage  being 
41,275.  Of  these  52  were  inspected  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  foreign  cargoes  were  mainly  iron  ore  and  cork,  and  were  dis- 
patched from  ports  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  and  Norway. 

The  chief  imports  from  the  coastwise  vessels  were  live  cattle,  dead 
poultry,  lard,  eggs,  stout,  yeast,  potatoes,  and  tobacco,  and  were  dis- 
patched mainly  from  Belfast  and  Dublin. 

A ratcatcher  is  employed  by  the  L.M.  and  S.  Railway  Companv 
■who  visits  periodically.  The  method  of  rat  destruction  is  by  fumigating 
with  sulphur  and  by  traps. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  any  case  of  infectious  disease- 
occurring  on  board  ship  to  be  isolated  at  the  Lancaster  Sanatorium,  and 
for  keeping  the  infected  vessel  in  quarantine  until  disinfection  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Heysham  Urban  District  Council. 


RICHARD  HERD. 


